
Local Student Competes at State Agriscience Fair 
Lauren Haley of Chillicothe, Missouri, recently competed in the Missouri FFA Agriscience Fair. Lauren Haley was awarded 
first place in the freshman division of Animal Systems for the project titled: The Effect of Fasting Time on Moxidectin's 
Effectiveness Reducing Barber Pole Worm Levels in Goats. 

 

Lauren's abstract to her Agriscience project is as follows... 

The purpose of this experiment was to study the effect of fasting time on moxidectin's effectiveness in reducing barber pole worm levels. The hypothesis was that if 
the fasting time increased, then the moxidectin's effectiveness will increase. The control in this experiment was no fasting time. This experiment was done on 33 
female goats in the same environment, vaccination history and feeding program prior to the experiment. The independent variable in this experiment was fasting 
time. The dependent variable in this experiment was moxidectin's effectiveness in reducing barber pole worm levels. The results in this experiment showed an 
actual increase in control's barber pole worm levels after moxidectin was given. The fasting groups showed decreases in the worm levels but not at a statistically 
significant level. The results indicate that the barber pole worms might be developing resistance to moxidectin. The results show that the hypothesis was not 
supported at a statistically significant level and that the null hypothesis must be accepted. Recommendations for further study would be to use the FAMANCHA 
method of identifying a goat's worm level before trying similar tests with other types of worm medicines. 

Lauren will be sending her project to the national level where it will be judged. At the national level the top 15 will be 
selected to compete for a national ranking at the National FFA Convention, in Indianapolis, Indiana in October of 2012. 
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State Trapshoot Competition 
04/28/12 

During the 2011-2012 school year the Chillicothe FFA Chapter has been involved in the shotgun shooting sports 
discipline. They have had practices and competitions during the school year. The year ended on April 28, 2012 attending 
the State High School/FFA Trapshoot in Linn Creek, MO at the Missouri Trapshooters Association venue. The team of 
Orren Beck, Ben Burtch, Cameron Breeden, Dakota Arr, and Zach Quinn placed 9th in the State FFA Shoot. As a team 
they shot 453 out of 500. In the sophomore division Ben Burtch tied for second place, but ended up 4th after a shoot-out 
with two other individuals. Other students that participated on an individual basis were Sarah Johnson, Taylor Daly, and 
Joe Stevens. This year the coaching staff consisted of Sarge Ralls and Tony Burtch. 
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Back L to R - Joe Stevens, Ben Burtch, Orren Beck, Zach Quinn 

Front L to R - Dakota Arr, Sarah Johnson, Taylor Daly, Cameron Breeden 

The student's scores were Dakota Arr 79 out of 100, Orren Beck 96 out of 100, Cameron Breeden 88 out of 100, Ben 
Burtch 97 out of 100, Taylor Daly 78 out of 100, Sarah Johnson 72 out of 100, Zach Quinn 93 out of 100, and Joe Stevens 
69 out of 100. The objectives of the program are to involve students in the highest standards of safety, sportsmanship, 
and ethical behavior, along with safe and responsible use of firearms. Also, the program helps to develop self-confidence, 
personal discipline, sportsmanship, and teamwork. 
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Annual Awards Banquet 

On April 30, 2012, the Chillicothe FFA Chapter held their Annual Awards Banquet. The chapter gave away $35,550 worth 
of awards and scholarships. Click here for a list of award winners and explanations of the awards. 

 
C-T Photo / Drew Van Dyke 

Read the CT article here... 

View the CT photo gallery here... 

View complete banquet program... 

http://www.grandrivertech.org/Litton/ffa_news1112.htm#top
http://www.grandrivertech.org/Litton/ffa_annualawards_scholarships1112.pdf
http://www.grandrivertech.org/Litton/press_ffaannualawards1112.htm
http://www.chillicothenews.com/photos/x2138753216/2012-Annual-FFA-Awards-Banquet
http://www.grandrivertech.org/ffaprograms/ffa_program2012.pdf
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State FFA Convention 

Once again a successful year! This year at the 84th State FFA Convention, students participated from Chillicothe and 
Southwest High Schools. 

 The Ag Mechanics team placed 28th and earned a group II rating. The team included Jordan Hall, Justin Jones, 
Justin Lewis, Mason Moore (Alt), and Tanner Thompson (Alt). 

 The Livestock team placed 30th, with a group II rating, the team included members, Clark Allen, Lara Hopper, 
Dani Moore, and Jennifer Waits. 

 The Parliamentary Procedure team earned a group I rating; the team included Brandon Bothwell, Alicia Kieffer, 
Quinten Lewis, Faith Peters, Paige Peters (Alt), Cole Upton, and Elizabeth Warren (Chairman). 

 The Ag Issues team placed 2nd and earned a group I rating; the team included Carley Anderson, Jordan 
Huddleston, Bridgett Kieffer, Cyrsten Lollar, Lizzie McCoy, and Blake Rasmussen. 

 In Advanced Prepared Public Speaking Caela Ashford received 5th place and a group I rating and Haley 
Thompson received 6th place and group I rating. 

 Jennifer Waits received a group I rating in Extemporaneous Speaking. 
 Fourteen members received their State FFA Degree; those members are Clark Allen, Lara Hopper, Gabe Jeffries, 

Justin Jones, Cherokee Lawson, Justin Lewis, Dani Moore, Daniel Nowland, Michaela Simmer, Maresa Sykes, 
Haley Thompson, Tanner Thompson, Guy Vinson, and Jennifer Waits. 

Congratulations to all of the FFA members who participated on any contest team this year. Your hard work is a credit to 
each of you as individuals. 

State Degrees to be Awarded 
March 1, 2012 

On March 1, 2012 it was announced that 14 members of the Chillicothe FFA will be receiving their State FFA Degree in 
Columbia, Missouri, on April 20, 2012. Before receiving this degree, they had to meet a number of qualifications and fill 
out an application that followed their SAE and leadership skills. 

The State FFA Degree is the highest degree that the Missouri FFA Association can give to its members. This degree is 
awarded to the top three percent of the total State FFA membership each year. 

Those from our chapter who received the State FFA Degree include: Clark Allen son of Sherene Allen and Ronnie Allen, 
Lara Hopper daughter of Mark and Joan Hopper, Gabe Jeffries son of Doug and Michele Jeffries, Justin Jones son of Jeff 
and Shannon Jones, Cherokee Lawson daughter of Russell and Tammy Lawson, Justin Lewis son of Rick and Sherri 
Lewis, Dani Moore daughter of Tammy Moore and the late Lee Mehrhoff, Daniel Nowland son of David and Nancy 
Nowland, Michaela Simmer daughter of Shawn and Kelli Simmer, Maresa Sykes daughter of Mark and Teresa Sykes, 
Haley Thompson daughter of Brian and Tina Thompson, Tanner Thompson grandson of Charlie and Debbie Peniston , 
Guy Vinson son of Robert and Michelle Vinson, and Jennifer Waits daughter of Jim and Kathy Waits. 
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Back L to R: Haley Thompson, Maresa Sykes, Michaela Simmer, Tanner Thompson, Justin Lewis, Cherokee Lawson, 

Jennifer Waits; Front L to R: Justin Jones, Clark Allen, Guy Vinson, Daniel Nowland, Dani Moore, Lara Hopper; 
Not Pictured: Gabe Jeffries 

Congratulations to these individuals on their accomplishments. 

Proficiency Award Winners 

The following students received first place in the Area 2 proficiency award selection. These students competed at the 
state level against 15 other area contestants. 

 Haley Thompson - Agriculture Education - related to education and extension, including: youth mentoring, 
agricultural education departmental assistants, PALS mentors and student coordinators, students developing and 
conducting informational materials and presentations for civic organizations and school aged youth, and students 
who are involved in SAEs surrounding education the public about the broad topics of agriculture, agriculture 
education and the FFA 

 Justin Jones - Beef Production Placement - students works for a livestock producer applying the best 
management practices available to efficiently produce and market beef. 

 John Anderson - Dairy Production Entrepreneurship - students owns an enterprise and applies the best 
management practices available to efficiently produce and market dairy cattle and dairy cattle products. 

 Dani Moore - Equine Science Entrepreneurship - student owns an enterprise providing experience in horse 
production, breeding, marketing, showing and other aspects of the equine industry. 

 Madi Condron - activities that involve improving and protecting the beauty of an area by using natural vegetation 
or commercial ornamental plants, modernizing the home, community development, volunteerism, and community 
betterment activities. 

 Guy Vinson - Small Animal Production and Care - the best management practices available to efficiently produce 
and market small pet animals and programs that provide a service for caring for the well-being of pets. 

 Sarah Johnson - Specialty Animal Production - the best management practices available to efficiently produce 
and market specialty animals within the US Agriculture industry. 

 Bobby Peniston - Vegetable Production - using the best management practices available to efficiently produce 
and market crops such as beans, potatoes, pumpkins, sweet corn, tomatoes, onions, zucchini, all canning 
vegetables, and all common garden vegetables. 
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2012-2013 Area II Officers Elected 
Krsten Heldenbrand, Area II Reporter 

On March 14 in Gallatin, Missouri, an estimated 20 people anxiously awaited the results of their Area II officer interviews. 
Stepping into the room where the interviews had been conducted, 10 hopefuls from all over Area II were awarded by the 
delight of being chosen as the 2012-2013 Area II officer team. 
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Representing Jamesport is Briana Hixson who will be leading the team as the new Area II president. Assisting in directing 
the work of our organization is Magie Steinhoff as first vice president (Trenton), followed by Emily Schwenneker as 
second vice president (Princeton). Haley Alden (Hamilton) shall be keeping record of all Area II activities as secretary. As 
treasurer, Taylor Washburn from North Harrison will be keeping an accurate record of receipts and disbursements. The 
new Area II reporter, Kristen Heldenbrand (Winston), will be keeping the local chapters up to date with all of Area II’s 
activities. From Tina-Avalon, Courtney Brown will be maintaining order as sentinel. As historian, Madi Condron 
(Chillicothe) will be recording Area II's history. Thomas McCorkendale will be the 2012-2013 chaplain from Hardin-Central. 
Rounding out the team is Missy Cawthon (Polo) as parliamentarian keeping us in proper parliamentary form during the 
officer team meetings. 

Congratulations to these students and wish them luck as they promote agriculture and represent an estimated 1,200 
students as the 2012-2013 Area II officers. 

 
Front Row: Haley Alden, Magie Steinhoff, Kristen Heldenbrand, and Briana Hixson Back Row: Madi Condron, Emily Swenneker, Taylor Washburn, Courtney 

Brown, Missy Cawthon, and Thomas McCorkendale 
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District Contest Results 
On April 4, 2012 the Chillicothe FFA Chapter participated in the Northwest District FFA Contest. The results are as 
follows: Agricultural Issues, 1st place (state) -Carley Anderson, Jordan Huddleston, Bridgett Kieffer, Cyrsten Lollar, Lizzie 
McCoy, Blake Rasmussen; Parliamentary Procedure, 2nd place (state) - Brandon Bothwell, Alicia Kieffer, Quinten Lewis, 
Faith Peters, Paige Peters (Alt), Cole Upton, Elizabeth Warren (Chairman); Knowledge Team 10th place - Jozie Reeter, 
Hailey Seeley, Haelee Shady, Carlee Johnson, Hallee Jones (Alt); Prepared Public Speaking Division I - 3rd place (alt) - 
Lauren Haley; Prepared Public Speaking Division II - 6th place - Quinten Lewis; Advanced Prepared Public 
Speaking - 1st place (state) - Haley Thompson, Caela Ashford - 2nd place (state); Creed Speaking, 5th place - Bailey 
Henry; Extemporaneous Speaking 2nd place (state) - Jennifer Waits. All members advancing to at the State FFA 
contest, it will be held in Columbia on April 19 & 20. 

On April 3 and April 4, 2012 the Chillicothe FFA Chapter participated in the Northwest District Ag Contest. The results are 
as follows: Agriculture Mechanics 6th place (state) - Jordan Hall, Justin Jones, Justin Lewis, Mason Moore, Tanner 
Thompson; Ag Sales 6th place - Lynzie Colvin, Mindi Prindle, Guy Vinson; Agronomy 17th place - John Anderson, Keara 
Hopper, Cherokee Lawson; Dairy Foods 24th place - Daniel Nowland, John Roney, Michaela Simmer; Dairy Cattle 22nd 
place - Timber Ballantyne, Kiley Boley, Zach Quinn, Colby Ruoff; Farm Management 11th place - Devinn Ashford (Alt), 
Kelsey Jones, Jake McKiddy, Hope Peters, Haley Thompson; Floriculture 23rd place - Emily Calvert (Alt), Shantel 
Cooper, Kerrigann Cosgrove, Kayla Riddle, Tianna Snyder; Forestry 17th place - Jeffery Allred, Tucker Jones, Colten 
Moore; Horses 21st place - Caela Ashford, Taylor Daly; Livestock 6th place (state) - Clark Allen, Lara Hopper, Dani 
Moore, Jennifer Waits; Meats 15th place - Orren Beck, Cassie Summers, Maresa Sykes, Kyle 
Wilkison; Nursery/Landscape 17th place - Brittany Ireland, Brittany Stanfield; Poultry 16th place - Tanner Jones, Sierra 
Midgyett, Sarah Johnson; Soils 19th place - Ben Burtch, Matt Dupy, Gillen Gates, Walker Thomas. The teams that 
qualified will be participating at state contest on April 19th and 20th, in Columbia, MO. 
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The Chillicothe FFA fielded 17 teams and 6 speakers at District Agriculture and FFA Career Development Events on April 
3rd and April 4th.  A total of 73 students competed from the Chillicothe FFA. The career development events were held at 
Northwest Missouri State University. 325 teams consisting of nearly 1350 students from 49 different schools competed 
this year. Chillicothe FFA qualified 4 teams and 3 speakers for State FFA Convention. The convention is to be held on the 
campus of the University of Missouri on April 19 & 20, 2012 in Columbia, MO. 

The local chapter is part of the Agricultural Education Program at the Grand River Technical School and is composed of 
students from Chillicothe and Southwest high schools. 
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Senior FFA Trip 
03/28/12 

On March 28, 2012, 32 senior FFA members participated in a Senior 
FFA Trip. Students that had received a participation medal every year 
while in FFA were eligible to attend the trip. Students traveled to 
Kansas City, Missouri for this trip. Sites they got to see were the 
Titanic Exhibit at Union Station, National World War I Museum, and 
dining at Power Play. Students are pictured inside Union Station. 

 

 

 

PICTURED: Seventh Row: Spencer Hart, Clark Allen, Justin Jones, 
Daniel Nowland, John Roney, Trent Putnam; Sixth Row: Kenyon 
Spainhour, Gabe Jeffries, Jake McKiddy, Tanner Thompson, Jordan 
Hall; Fifth Row: Mason Moore, Justin Lewis, Guy Vinson, Cameron 
Breeden, Kayleb Berry; Fourth Row: Devinn Ashford, Diana Nelson, 
Lara Hopper, Dani Moore; Third Row: Haley Thompson, Kelsey 
Jones, Maresa Sykes, Jennifer Waits, Michaela Simmer; Second 
Row: Cherokee Lawson, Amber Lamp, Phoebe Pyrtle; First Row: 
Austin Busse, Conner Dixon, Kyle Wilkison, Trevor Reger 
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AREA II CONTEST 
March 14, 2012 

On March 14, 2012, the Chillicothe FFA Chapter participated in the Area II FFA Contest. The speaking results are: Creed 
Speakers: Bailey Henry - 1st and gold, Brittany Twyman - silver; Prepared Public Speaking Division I Speaker: Lauren 
Haley - 3rd and gold; Prepared Public Speaking Division II Speakers: Quinten Lewis - 3rd and gold; Advanced Prepared 
Public Speaking: Haley Thompson - 1st and gold, Caela Ashford - 2nd (tied) and gold; Extemporaneous Speaking: 
Jennifer Waits - 2nd and gold; Job Interview: Madi Condron - Alternate and gold. FFA books Completed Ownership: 
Dakota Arr - gold; Completed Placement: Colten Berry - gold; Beginning Ownership: Kiley Boley - gold; Beginning 
Placement: Colby Ruoff - gold; Scrapbook: Brandon Bothwell, Matt Dupy, Tucker Jones, Alicia Kieffer, Quinten Lewis, 
Faith Peters, Paige Peters, Kayla Riddle, Brittany Stanfield, and Elizabeth Warren - gold. Parliamentary Procedure team: 
Brandon Bothwell, Alicia Kieffer, Quinten Lewis, Faith Peters, Paige Peters (Alt), Cole Upton, and Elizabeth Warren - 2nd 
place and a gold. Agriculture Issues team: Carley Anderson, Jordan Huddleston, Bridgett Kieffer, Cyrsten Lollar, Lizzie 
McCoy and Blake Rasmussen - 1st place and a gold. Those teams and individuals receiving 3rd place or higher will 
proceed to District competition April 4, 2012 in Maryville, MO. 
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Back L to R - Faith Peters, Quinten Lewis, Brandon Bothwell, Orren Beck, Blake Rasmussen, Jordan Huddleston, Paige Peters, Elizabeth Warren, Caela Ashford, 

Madi Condron; Front L to R - Cole Upton, Haley Thompson, Alicia Kieffer, Bridgett Kieffer, Cyrsten Lollar, Brittany Twyman, Carley Anderson, Lizzie McCoy, 
Jennifer Waits, Lauren Haley, Bailey Henry 

Area II FFA Officer Candidates 
On March 14, 2012, the Chillicothe FFA Chapter sent two representatives to the Area II officer and state candidate 
interviews. Madi Condron was Chillicothe's representative for an Area II officer. Madi was selected as the Area II FFA 
Historian. Haley Thompson was Chillicothe's representative for Area II State Officer Candidate. 

Young Agri-Leaders Meeting 
On March 12, 2012, the Young Agri-Leaders, formerly Young Farm Wives, hosted a few of the Chillicothe FFA members 
at the Farm Credit Services building at their monthly meeting. The individuals that participated were the Ag Issues team: 
Carley Anderson, Jordan Huddleston, Bridgett Kieffer, Cyrsten Lollar, Lizzie McCoy and Blake Rasmussen; Creed 
Speakers: Bailey Henry and Brittany Twyman; Prepared Public Speaking: Haley Thompson; Prepared Public Speaking 
Division I Speakers: Lauren Haley; WLC Presentation: Jordan Huddleston, Dani Moore, Haley Thompson, and Jennifer 
Waits. The students presented their speeches and skit to help prepare them to compete at Area contest which was held 
March 14, 2012. 
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LOCAL SPEAKING CONTEST 
02/28/12 

On February 28, 2012 the Chillicothe FFA Chapter held their local speaking contest. The local speaking contest was held 
in order to determine whom the chapter will send to the Area 2 FFA Contest. Area contest will be held on March 14, 2012 
in Gallatin. Also, we selected the Chillicothe candidates to send to Area and State Officer Interviews. On March 14, 2012, 
the Chillicothe FFA Chapter will send two representatives to the Area II officer and state candidate interviews. Madi 
Condron, granddaughter of Stanley and Velda O'Dell, will be Chillicothe's representative for an Area II officer. Haley 
Thompson, daughter of Brian and Tina Thompson will be Chillicothe's representative for Area II State Officer Candidate. 
Results are listed below. 

CREED - Bailey Henry; Brittany Twyman - Southwest; Contestants - Carlee Johnson, Jozie Reeter, Hailey Seeley, Haelee 
Shady 
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Back Row: Haelee Shady, Bailey Henry, Jozie Reeter 

Front Row: Hailey Seeley, Lauren Haley, Carlee Johnson; Not Pictured Brittany Twyman 

PREPARED PUBLIC SPEAKING DIVISION I  - Lauren Haley 

PREPARED PUBLIC SPEAKING DIVISION II - Quinten Lewis 

 
Advanced and Division II Prepared Public Speaking: 

Back Row: Bridgett Kieffer, Quinten Lewis, Madi Condron, Caela Ashford 
Front Row: Haley Thompson, Cyrsten Lollar, Carley Anderson, Lizzie McCoy 

ADVANCED PUBLIC SPEAKING PREPARED - Haley Thompson, Caela Ashford; Contestants - Carley Anderson, Madi 
Condron, Bridgett Kieffer, Cyrsten Lollar, Lizzie McCoy 

EXTEMPORANEOUS PUBLIC SPEAKING - Jennifer Waits; Contestants - Jordan Huddleston, Tanner Jones 



 
Back Row: Tanner Jones, Jordan Huddleston; Front Row: Jennifer Waits 

AREA OFFICER CANDIDATES - Madi Condron; Contestants - Carley Anderson, Taylor Daly, Jordan Huddleston, 
Tanner Jones, Bridgett Kieffer, Cyrsten Lollar, Lizzie McCoy 

 
Area II Officer Candidates: 

Back Row: Bridgett Kieffer, Jordan Huddleston, Tanner Jones, Madi Condron 
Front: Cyrsten Lollar, Taylor Daly, Carley Anderson, Lizzie McCoy 

STATE OFFICER CANDIDATE - Haley Thompson 
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National FFA Week 2012 

Coloring Contest 
The Chillicothe FFA Chapter held a coloring contest during FFA Week for students in Kindergarten and First grade. Each 
classroom was awarded a first place winner. The first place winner received a $5 gift certificate from McDonald's, and 
every participant received an FFA pencil and lollipop. The winners were: Kindergarten - Gracelyn Bentley, Sophie Ellis, 
Izzy Garr, Alijah Hibner, Willow Johnson, Sophia Perry-Sannipoli, Sydney Stonger, Kaihna Willams; First Grade - Brooke 
Copple, Bell Englert, Gunner Harrison, Lydia Jenkins, Elizabeth Poole, Hailee Williams. Congratulations to all the winners. 
All contestant pages will be displayed at our local banquet on April 28, 2012. 

http://www.grandrivertech.org/Litton/ffa_news1112.htm#top


 

L to R –  

Back Row: Lara Hopper (FFA member), Lydia Jenkins, Hailee 
Williams, Gunner Harrison, Dani Moore (FFA member) 

Front Row: Elizabeth Poole, Bell Englert, Brooke Copple (not 
pictured) 

 

L to R -  

Back Row: Jennifer Waits (FFA member), Alijah Hibner, Willow 
Johnson, Gracelyn Bentley, Izzy Garr, Lara Hopper (FFA 
member) 

Front Row: Sophie Ellis, Kainna Williams, Sydney Stonger, 
Sophia Perry-Sannipoli 

Ag Olympics 

 
C-T Photo / Drew Van Dyke 02 21 12 

Chillicothe agriculture education students gathered in the Mervyn Jenkins Expo Center Tuesday to compete in the Ag 
Olympics as a part of National FFA Week. Participants in the Olympic games had to push a tractor (above), hammer a 
nail into a 2-by-4 block of wood, transport a teammate via wheelbarrow, carry two hay bales, split wood with an ax, and 
team up to walk on ski-planks towards the finish line. 

National FFA Week News 
by Dani Moore, Secretary 
February 17 through February 24, 2012 

FFA chapters from across the country are all anxiously waiting for National FFA Week to come back around for 2012. The 
523,309 FFA members from across our nation will participate in the organized events and activities scheduled during 



National FFA Week. As our FFA chapter participates in many activities in our chapter, community and state, National FFA 
Week is just one of those things we participate in, but it is one that shows what our chapter and our members are all 
about. 

February 17 through February 24 this year will be filled with many fun activities for our members to participate in. During 
the week, our members will be going around the community and showing them our respect and gratitude for what they do 
for our chapter. Starting on Friday, we held our FFA breakfast at 6:30 AM which supporters of our chapter, faculty of our 
school, business people, parents of our seniors, and the Chamber of Commerce came and joined us. On Sunday, the 
FFA attended First Baptist Church. Our members served as greeters and ushers in our full official dress. After the service, 
we visited Livingston Manor and Morningside Center Nursing Homes. There was no school on Monday due to Presidents 
Day. Continuing on to Tuesday, our members will be dressed up in their chore clothes, drive their tractor to school, and be 
ready to compete in Ag Olympics. On Wednesday, members can either be comfy in their pajamas or be all decked out in 
camouflage for PJ day/ Camouflage day. On Thursday, our members will be representing our chapter by wearing full 
Official Dress and after school will be attending the Grand River, Indian Hills, and the Baptist Home Nursing Homes. This 
makes our members feel good because we went out and did something great and have the power to make some one's 
day by just coming and visiting them, playing some games with them and just talking. This also shows our community how 
great our organization is. 

To wrap the week up, we will be dressing up in all the FFA attire we can find, drag out our boots and shorts, and bring the 
muddiest vehicle we can find to participate in We Love FFA Day/Muddy Vehicle Day/Boots and Shorts Day. Also during 
the week, we will be having a coloring contest at Dewey School and giving prizes to the kids! The FFA is such a great 
organization and our own Chillicothe FFA Chapter would like to thank you, our community, for your support and we are so 
thankful during National FFA Week. 
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Woody's Thank You 
Woody's Automotive Group of Chillicothe has graciously donated a truck for the Chillicothe FFA Chapter to use 
throughout the year. This truck will assist our chapter with giving back to the community as well as its members. The 
Chillicothe FFA Chapter is the largest student organization at Chillicothe High School. The chapter is so successful, in 
part to the support of our great community. 

The Chillicothe FFA Chapter has used this truck to provide other services to our community. Chillicothe FFA puts on 
petting zoo at the Chautauqua in September. The truck has helped out at the House of Prayer for the activities. During the 
Christmas season, the FFA Chapter adopts two families through the Salvation Army's Adopt-A-Family program. They also 
gather food at the December meeting to give to the Salvation Army's food drive. Members also rang the Salvation Army 
bell. Members also visit local nursing homes to speak with the residents and take a flower to brighten-up their day during 
FFA Week. The truck assisted in transportation to these activities. 

The truck is also a great assistance with students Supervised Agriculture Experience or SAE project. The truck was taken 
to Wisconsin to pick up a bred gilt for one of the students. A month after being brought to Chillicothe, the gilt had a litter of 
10 that will be great addition to the student's SAE project. Woody's has also donated two vans to the Chillicothe High 
School for their needs. We want to again thank Woody's Automotive Group of Chillicothe for being such an excellent 
hometown youth supporter. 
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Group of FFA Members with Woody's Representatives 

 
FFA Officers with Woody's Representatives 
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Salute to Agriculture Breakfast 
02 17 12 

 
C-T Photo / Catherine Stortz Ripley 
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The Chillicothe Area Chamber of Commerce and the Chillicothe FFA Chapter held their annual Salute to Agriculture 
Appreciation Breakfast Friday morning (Feb. 17). The event was sponsored by Woody's Automotive Group. FFA members 
(like Southwest Livingston's Brandon Bothwell, pictured above) filled plates and cups for those who attended with 
breakfast food stuffs and drink. There was no school across the R-2 district today due to teacher meetings and 
workshops, but several CHS students still partook in the event, both serving and cooking the meal, and welcoming guests. 
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Motivational Speaker Talks to CHS, GRTS Teachers 
02/17/2012 

 
C-T Photo / Drew Van Dyke 

Grand River Technical School and Chillicothe High School held a joint professional development day at the Litton Ag 
Campus on Friday. The theme of the meetings was "motivation." The speaker for the event was one-time National FFA 
President Mark Mayfield (above), a humorist and motivational speaker who has shared the stage with Paul Newman, 
Peter Frampton, Colin Powell, and Bob Newhart, and who has introduced the President of the United States on a live, 
nationwide, televised address. Mayfield was once a teacher, himself, as well. 
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Missouri Fairs and Festivals Speech Contest 
01/27/12 

The Missouri Association of Fairs and Festivals (MAFF) Public Speaking Contest is 
designed to develop agricultural leadership, provide for member participation in 
agricultural public speaking activities, and stimulate interest in leadership and 
citizenship. Contestants may choose any current subject for their speeches, which 
is of an agricultural character relating to county fairs and which is of general 
interest to the public. Mindi Prindle represented the Livingston County 4-H and FFA 
Fair at this contest held January 27, 2012. Mindi placed 4th at this state 
competition. 
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State FFA Visit 
01/24/12 

Zach Grossman, Area 2 Missouri State Vice President, talks to a group of Chillicothe R-2 ag students on Tuesday, 
January 24, 2012, at the Litton Agricultural Education Building at the Litton Agri-Science Learning Center. Zach talked 
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about what students could learn by being involved in the FFA organization and conducted leadership games with the 
students. 

  

Zach is one of 16 Missouri State FFA Officers. His home chapter is the Tina-Avalon FFA Chapter. 
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Greenhand Motivational Conference 
January 4, 2012 

On Wednesday, January 4, 2012, 46 Chillicothe FFA Greenhands attended the Northwest District Greenhand Motivational 
Conference at the North Central Missouri College Campus in Trenton, Missouri. Through interactive workshops and skits, 
Missouri State FFA officers used the FFA version of the "Dancing with the Stars" as the theme to motivate Greenhands 
who are first year FFA members. They helped the new agriculture students set goals for their education, careers and FFA 
experiences. MFA, Incorporated sponsored this event in coordination with NCMC. While at NCMC, students were given 
the opportunity to tour the new Barton Agriculture Campus. 

 

State Officers that conducted the conference are seated in the front row. 
From L to R: Adam Birk, Samantha Whittaker, Lane Howard, Sarah Davis, and Megan Mayfield 
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Annual December Food Drive 

The Chillicothe FFA held their annual food drive this December. Students collected canned food items for the drive and 
compiled them at the December FFA Meeting which was held December 4, 2011. 

 
Jordan Hall, Daniel Nowland, Tanner Thompson, Jake Englert 

The canned food items were then delivered to the local Salvation Army. The chapter collected 11 boxes of food to donate 
to the Salvation Army. 

Tanner Thompson, Jordan Hall 
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Missouri Farm Bureau Speech Contest  
December 4, 2011 

The Missouri Farm Bureau Public Speaking Contest is designed to develop agricultural leadership, provide for member 
participation in agricultural public speaking activities, and stimulate interest in leadership and citizenship. Contestants may 
choose any current subject for their speeches, which is of an agricultural character relating to the general interest to the 
public. 

  

Haley Thompson, Blake Hurst 
(Missouri Farm Bureau President) 

Haley Thompson giving her 
speech at the annual meeting. 

Haley Thompson represented the Livingston County Farm Bureau at the Missouri Farm Bureau Conference contest held 
December 4, 2011. The contest consisted of students preparing a 6-8 minute speech on the topic of Farm Bureau: 
Leading the Challenge. Haley received first place at the state level along with $150 in prize money. After receiving first 
place, Haley gave her speech in front of 600 plus people at the Farm Bureau annual meeting at Tan-Tar-A in Osage 
Beach, Missouri. Congratulations. 
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Christmas Party 
December 7, 2011 

On December 7, 2011, the Chillicothe FFA held their annual Christmas Party at the Chillicothe Middle School. This party 
represents a reward for members on an excellent Barnwarming this year, as well as a time for fellowship. 
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The members enjoyed dinner and then moved into the field house for some games. Members chose from basketball, 
dodge ball, volleyball, and other activities. The students also held a canned food drive and collected nine (9) boxes of 
canned food items. There were approximately 125 members present, and everyone seemed to enjoy the evening. 
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Fall Speaking Contests 
November 16, 2011 

On November 16, 2011, Chillicothe FFA students participated in the Northwest District Fall Speaking Contest in 
Cameron. Haley Thompson competed in the Missouri Farm Bureau Contest, Lizzie McCoy competed in the Missouri Pork 
Producers Contest, Jennifer Waits competed in the Missouri Sheep Producers Contest, and Carley Anderson competed in 
the Missouri Young Farmers speech contest. Haley received first place in the Farm Bureau contest and will move on to 
the state competition to be held on December 4, 2011, in Tan-Tar-A, Missouri. 
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L to R - Lizzie McCoy, Carley Anderson, Haley Thompson, Jennifer Waits 

November 2, 2011 

On November 2, 2011, Chillicothe FFA students participated in the Area 2 Fall Speaking Contest in Gallatin. Haley 
Thompson competed in the Missouri Farm Bureau Contest, Lizzie McCoy competed in the Missouri Pork Producers 
Contest, Jennifer Waits competed in the Missouri Sheep Producers Contest, Tianna Snyder competed in the Missouri Soil 
and Water, Cyrsten Lollar competed in the Missouri Institute of Cooperatives, and Carley Anderson competed in the 
Missouri Young Farmers speech contest. 

 
Pictured back L to R - Tianna Snyder, Haley Thompson, Cyrsten Lollar 

Front L to R - Carley Anderson, Lizzie McCoy, Jennifer Waits 

Five of the six members qualified to move on to the district competition, Haley received second, Jennifer received third, 
Cyrsten received third, Carley received third, Lizzie received first, and Tianna was alternate. The five will continue on to 
the Northwest District competition, held on November 16, 2011 in Cameron, Missouri. 
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Public Speaking Classes 
Fall, 2011 
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Students enrolled in courses at the Litton Agriculture Education Center are busy learning the 
importance of public speaking. Most individuals (adults and youth) have asked themselves 
"Why is public speaking important? Why do I need it? What is the purpose?" It would be as 
impractical as saying that you'll never need math in your life. By learning how to effectively 
speak in public, an individual will be able to increase their own self-confidence. Public 
speaking will help fine-tune a person's everyday verbal and non-verbal communication skills. 
Public Speaking is a true career booster. Using public speaking effectively will allow a person 
to make a difference in their place of business and their community. Learning to master public 
speaking early is a great way for students to perform better in college, as well as excel in their 
career. If a person can master the finer points of public speaking, there's a great chance they'll 
be able to tackle the opportunities and obstacles that come their way. 

Junior and seniors in the Ag Business Communications class must prepare and present a five-
minute speech, all sophomores enrolled in Ag Science II must prepare and present a three-
minute speech, and all freshmen must memorize and recite the FFA Creed. Indeed, learning 
how to become an effective public speaker will help them accomplish premier leadership, 
person growth, and career success! 
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Barnwarming 2011 - A Record Setting Year! 

On Saturday November 5, 2011 the Chillicothe FFA held its annual Barnwarming 
festivities. These festivities included a dance, games, a hay tunnel, and the coronation 
ceremony. This year's 2011 Barnwarming King and Queen are Daniel Nowland and 
Jennifer Waits. 

The Senior Class candidates - Jennifer Waits (daughter of Jim and Kathy Waits) and 
Daniel Nowland (son of David and Nancy Nowland) - raised $14,765.50 with an 
average of $320.99/person; Sophomores, Brittany Stanfield (daughter of Larry and Jodi 
Stanfield) and Matt Dupy (son of Todd and Dawn Dupy) raised $6,774.50 with and 
average of $111.06/person; Juniors, Leslee Moore (daughter of Tammy Moore and Lee 
Mehrhoff) and Colten Berry (son of David and Kristy Berry) raised $3,599.00 with and 
average of $92.28/person; and the Freshmen, Jozie Reeter (daughter of Brent and 
Rhonda Reeter) and Colby Ruoff (son of Chris and Brenda Ruoff) raised $4,119.04 with 
and average of $89.54/person. The chapter raised $29,258.04 this year for the 
chapter's operations that average out to $147.00/member. We would like to thank all 
the member of the community for the long time support of our organization. 
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Pictured - Candidates - Top, L to R Jozie Reeter, Colby Ruoff, Daniel Nowland (king), Jennifer Waits (queen), 

Colten Berry, Leslee Moore; Bottom L to R - Brittany Stanfield, Matt Dupy 

 
Students line dancing at Barnwarming! 

It is Chillicothe FFA Barnwarming Time Again! 
The Chillicothe FFA has selected its King and Queen Candidates for the 2011 Barnwarming. These individuals will lead 
the charge in the fund raising efforts of the Chillicothe FFA members. The FFA members are now available to do your odd 
jobs around the house and farm. Give them a call, and they will organize a work team to help you in your fall cleanup 
activities. The class that averages the most money per member will have their candidates crowned King and Queen on 
November 5, 2011 at the annual Barnwarming Dance. 



 
Click photo for a closer view... 

The candidates are as follows: Seniors, Jennifer Waits (daughter of Jim and Kathy Waits) and Daniel Nowland (son of 
David and Nancy Nowland); Juniors, Leslee Moore (daughter of Tammy Moore and Lee Mehrhoff) and Colten Berry (son 
of David and Kristy Berry); Sophomores, Brittany Stanfield (daughter of Larry and Jodi Stanfield) and Matt Dupy (son of 
Todd and Dawn Dupy); Freshmen, Jozie Reeter (daughter of Brent and Rhonda Reeter) and Colby Ruoff (son of Chris 
and Brenda Ruoff). 

The chapter has set a goal to raise $19,500 this year for chapter operations. If you have any type of job, please give an 
FFA member a call or call one of the advisors at the Litton Agriculture Campus at 660-646-3131. 
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14 Local Students Attend National FFA Convention 
October 19 through the 22, 2011 

On October 19 through the 22, 14 members of the Chillicothe FFA Chapter attended the National FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis, IN. The students attended many activities while in Indianapolis. The students attended leadership sessions, 
the career show, college fair, and convention sessions while at the convention hall. Students also attended a session 
were the speaker was Dave Roever, a concert featuring Little Big Town, Steel Magnolia, Blake Shelton, and got an 
opportunity to have a little fun at the rodeo. 

Local members that attended the convention were Clark Allen, Devinn Ashford, Jordan Hall, Keara Hopper, Bridgett 
Kieffer, Quinten Lewis, Leslee Moore, Diana Nelson, Faith Peters, Paige Peters, John Roney, Haley Thompson, Tanner 
Thompson, Jennifer Waits. 
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Back Row 5 - Jordan Hall, Clark Allen, John Roney; Row 4 - Keara Hopper, Tanner Thompson, Diana Nelson; 
Row 3 - Haley Thompson, Devinn Ashford; Row 2 - Quinten Lewis, Faith Peters, Paige Peters; 

Row 1 - Bridgett Keiffer, Leslee Moore, Jennifer Waits 

National FFA Band 
Elizabeth Warren represented the Chillicothe FFA Chapter as well as the Missouri FFA Association when she participated 
in the National FFA Band at the 2011 National FFA Convention. Elizabeth is a sophomore at Southwest High School and 
the daughter of Laura Warren. Elizabeth was selected as one of the clarinet players based upon her audition tapes and 
recommendations from her high school band directors to be a part of the 100 members; the National FFA Band was 
composed of students from all across the United States. As part of the National FFA Band, Elizabeth put in long hours 
rehearsing and providing the entertainment at each of the general sessions of the National FFA Convention. 

 

Elizabeth has been playing the clarinet for seven years and is currently part of the Southwest High School Band, 
Chillicothe Band Masters, NW District Solo Contest, and has participated in the Missouri State Band Contest. While at 
National FFA Convention, Elizabeth was selected for a solo during the Opening Session 1C. Her solo was featured during 
the song "Back Home Again in Indiana." Congratulations to Elizabeth on an outstanding job of representing Missouri and 
the Chillicothe FFA! 



 

Local Students Received National Degree 
Clayton Allen (son of Jill Allen), Jon Black (son of Rusty and Karie Black), Kellin Ferguson (son of Steve Ferguson and 
Patricia Doughty), Austin Ireland (son of Tom and Cindy Ireland), Aaron Kerr (son of David and Brenda Kerr), Amber 
Kieffer (daughter of Robert and Michelle Kieffer), Jared McCauslin (son of Dewayne and Janet McCauslin), and Tyler 
Skipper (son of Larry and Sondra Skipper) received the American FFA Degree at the 84th National FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis on Saturday, October 22, 2011. It is the highest degree awarded by the National FFA Organization and 
recognizes that Clayton, Jon, Kellin, Austin, Aaron, Amber, Jared, and Tyler demonstrated leadership abilities and 
outstanding achievements in agricultural business, production, processing and service programs. 

To be eligible, members must have earned and productively invested $7,500 through a supervised agricultural experience 
(SAE) program in which they start, own, or hold a professional position in an existing agriculture enterprise. Recipients 
must also make it their mission to demonstrate outstanding leadership abilities and community involvement. Less than 
one in 151 FFA members advance through their local chapter and state FFA degree programs to earn this national 
degree. They received a gold American FFA Degree key and a certificate in a blue leatherette frame to commemorate the 
achievement. The recognition program is sponsored by Case IH, Farm Credit, Pioneer Hi-Bred, Progressive Farmer and 
Syngenta, as a special project of the National FFA Foundation. 

National Proficiency Results 
On April 14, 2011, Tanner Jones a member of the Chillicothe FFA Chapter was named State Fruit Production Proficiency 
Winner at the 83rd Missouri FFA Convention in Columbia, MO. Tanner, a junior, is the son of Todd and Chrissy Jones. He 
has been an active member of the Chillicothe FFA Chapter for two years. Fruit Production Proficiency Award is designed 
to recognize individuals to efficiently produce and market crops for fruit such as stone fruits, pome fruits, citrus fruits, 
pineapples, coconuts, berries, watermelon, grapes, nuts and all common fruits. Tanner has worked very hard at his 
Supervised Agriculture Experience (SAE) program that he started as a freshman raising cherry, apple and pear trees as 
well as rhubarb and strawberries. He continues to produce his fruit and market it at the local Farmers Market. 

 

Winning the state competition his application was moved on to the national level of competition. During the competition at 
the 84th National FFA Convention which was October 19-22, 2011, he received a silver rating. Congratulations to Tanner 
on a job well done. 



National FFA Courtesy Corps 
Almost any event becomes more intriguing when viewed from behind the scenes. The 84th National FFA Convention, 
which includes everything from arena stage events to the Day of Service and workshops for nearly 55,000 attendees, is 
no exception. 

It takes many volunteers to help make a convention of this magnitude a positive experience for all of its guests. This year 
approximately 900 FFA members, including students from the Chillicothe FFA Chapter, formed the National FFA Courtesy 
Corps. The students viewed the convention from the other side - backstage - playing a crucial role in the events logistics. 
Local members participating in the National FFA Courtesy Corps were Clark Allen, Devinn Ashford, Jordan Hall, Keara 
Hopper, Bridgett Kieffer, Quinten Lewis, Leslee Moore, Faith Peters, Paige Peters, John Roney, Haley Thompson, Tanner 
Thompson, and Jennifer Waits. The 84th National FFA Convention was held October 19-22, 2010 in Indianapolis, IN. 

 
Back Row 3 - Clark Allen, John Roney, Jordan Hall 

Row 2 - Tanner Thompson, Paige Peters 
Row 1 - Leslee Moore, Keara Hopper, Jennifer Waits, Quinten Lewis, Bridgett Kieffer, Devinn Ashford 

"Participants in the National FFA Courtesy Corps provide valuable services for the overall convention operation," says 
National FFA Advisor Dr. Steve Brown. "FFA gains a tremendous resource, and the participants gain wonderful volunteer 
experience and an insight into the planning and logistics necessary to ensure a safe and successful convention. They are 
key to our ability to create a premier leadership and educational event for nearly 55,000 guests." 

The National FFA Organization, formerly known as the Future Farmers of America, is a national youth organization of 
523,309 student members - all preparing for leadership and careers in the science, business and technology of agriculture 
- as part of 7,358 local FFA chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. The National FFA Organization 
changed to its present name in 1988 in recognition of the growth and diversity of agriculture and agricultural education. 
The FFA mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier 
leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education. 
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Chillicothe FFA Parents’ Night 
10/12/11 

On October 12, 2011, the Chillicothe FFA held their annual Parents' Night, where 262 members and guests attended. This 
event helps welcome the first year FFA member and their parents to our organization and showcases some of our 
members' talents. 
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L to R - Derek Hussey, Zach Quinn, Carlee Johnson, Caleb Toedebusch, Derek Eckert 

The evening began with FFA opening ceremonies followed by a motivating welcome given by Mr. Dan Nagel, Chillicothe 
R-II High School Assistant Principal. The Chillicothe FFA Chapter officers and Chillicothe FFA Assistant Officers 
presented the program. The program consisted of the Greenhand FFA Degree ceremony, Chapter FFA Degree 
ceremony, skit presented by the Chillicothe FFA Chapter Officers, as well as 2 creeds presented by Greenhands. The 
creed was presented by Derek Hussey, Zach Quinn, Carlee Johnson, Caleb Toedebusch, Derek Eckert, Austin Minnick, 
Brittany Twyman, Colby Ruoff, Hailey Seeley, and Bailey Henry. 

 
L to R - Austin Minnick, Brittany Twyman, Colby Ruoff, Hailey Seeley, Bailey Henry 
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Local FFA Chapters Recognized During Mizzou FFA's Community Service Challenge Event 
Columbia, MO - October 8, 2011 

Chillicothe FFA attended the Mizzou FFA Community Service Challenge at the University of Missouri where they 
competed for the Community Service Challenge and IMPACT awards. The Mizzou FFA Community Service Challenge 
was broken into two separate activities. All Missouri FFA chapters were invited to participate in the Mizzou FFA 
Community Service Challenge. Chapters were invited to submit an application detailing a local community service project 
organized by the chapter. The applications were then judged by an anonymous panel who selected two chapters to 
receive the Community Service Challenge Award and the IMPACT Award. The Community Service Challenge Award is 
given to the chapter whose community service project is the most creative and impressive in scope and impact. The 
IMPACT Award is given to the chapter whose community service project has the greatest positive impact on the largest 
number of people. 
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The Chillicothe FFA Chapter was represented in Columbia by Kerrigann Cosgrove, Sarah Johnson, Justin Jones, Sierra 
Midgett, Paige Peters, and Kayla Riddle. These students were given a program put on by Dr. Jim Spain, then took a tour 
of the Mizzou Campus, and participated in 2 hours of community service according to the standards set by the National 
FFA. Following the community service project, participating chapters attended an awards and recognition banquet to 
recognize local community projects. Chillicothe FFA Chapter was recognized as winning 2nd place in the Mizzou FFA 
Community Service Challenge. 

 
Back Row L to R - Sarah Johnson, Sierra Midgett 

Front Row L to R - Justin Jones, Kerrigann Cosgrove, Kayla Riddle, Paige Peters 
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Chillicothe FFA Chapter Featured on RFD-TV! 
October 3, 2011 

The Chillicothe FFA Chapter from Grand River Technical School was showcased October 15-16, 2011, on "This Week In 
AgriBusiness", a weekly, one-hour television agri-news program hosted by two of the country's most well-known farm 
broadcasters Max Armstrong and Orion Samuelson. The Chillicothe FFA Chapter Tribute included information about the 
chapter's history, activities and community service. It also included several photos of the students and their participation in 
chapter activities. 

Viewers may see the Chillicothe FFA Chapter Tribute "This Week In AgriBusiness" here. It aired on RFD-TV, a 24-hour 
television network for rural America. RFD-TV is carried on Dish Network channel 231 and on DirecTV channel 379, as 
well as a number of other cable systems. "This Week In AgriBusiness" aired four times on RFD-TV throughout the 
weekend. Broadcast times were 7:00 a.m. on Saturday; 5:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Sundays; and 8:00 a.m. on Mondays 
(Central Time Zone). 
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Trapshooting 
October 1, 2011 

This fall, the Chillicothe FFA is once again involved in a shooting sports discipline - trapshooting. With the help of the 
Chillicothe School District, school administration, and the Missouri Department of Conservation, FFA is teaching students 
the self-discipline and responsibility of shooting sports. The objectives are to involve students in the highest standards of 
safety, sportsmanship, and ethical behavior, along with safe and responsible use of firearms. Additionally, the program 
helps to develop self-confidence, personal discipline, sportsmanship, and teamwork. The students were required to pass 
the Missouri Department of Conservation Hunter Education program and attended one of the safety meetings sponsored 
by the Ag Education Department. 

On October 1, 2011, the chapter attended a trapshoot held at the Trenton Trap Range and sponsored by the Trenton FFA 
Chapter. There were three chapters participating in the competition: Trenton, Chillicothe, and Maysville, with each chapter 
having an A and B team. The first place overall team was Chillicothe A team with 217 points, and second place was the 
Maysville A team with 187 points. The students enjoyed the day and learned a lot about competition. 

 
L to R - Matt Dupy, Trevor Long, Orren Beck, Ben Burtch, Cameron Breeden, 

Sarah Johnson, Derek Gray, Cameron Mitchell, Brandon Bothwell 

The Chillicothe FFA Chapter team consisted of nine individuals - Orren Beck, Brandon Bothwell, Cameron Breeden, Ben 
Burtch, Matt Dupy, Derek Gray, Sarah Johnson, Trevor Long, Cameron Mitchell, Tony Burtch (volunteer coach), and 
Sarge Ralls (volunteer coach) - who traveled to Trenton. 
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L to R - Ben Burtch, Cameron Breeden, Orren Beck, Brandon Bothwell, Matt Dupy 

The Chillicothe A team that consisted of Orren Beck, Brandon Bothwell, Cameron Breeden, Ben Burtch, and Matt Dupy 
placed 1st in the team completion. Oren Beck was in the final shoot off, where his round totals were 47 out of 50. The 
members of the team are looking forward to more events. 
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Area Greenhand Initiation 
September 21, 2011 

On September 21, 2011, 52 Greenhands of the Chillicothe FFA Chapter attended the Area II Greenhand Initiation 
Ceremony in Gallatin, Missouri.  

 

The Area II officer team, which includes 2nd Vice President Mindi Prindle of the Chillicothe FFA Chapter conducted the 
initiation. During the initiation the Greenhands listened to the 2011 Area Creed speaker, Elizabeth Warren, Chillicothe 
FFA member, recite the creed, watched a slideshow featuring Area II Greenhands, listened to the National FFA Officer, 
Shannon Norris, speak, and were presented their Greenhand pins during the Greenhand Ceremony. 
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Chautauqua Petting Zoo 
By: Quinten Lewis, Chillicothe Assistant President, September 10-11, 2011 

 

The Chillicothe FFA Chapter sponsored the petting zoo at the Chautauqua in the Park again this year; this was our 10th 
year to participate in the Chautauqua. Our FFA Chapter took this opportunity to share information with community 
members about agriculture. Approximately 95 members assisted with the petting zoo, which is enjoyable for people of all 
ages! 

 

The petting zoo contained of all sorts of animals such as a bottle calf, puppies, rabbits, pigs, sheep, goats, and horses. To 
add a little more fun to the Chautauqua experience this year, youth could participate in a fun fact-finding scavenger hunt 
entitled "More Agciting Than Ever!" A question sheet was given and facts were posted around the park. When the 
scavenger hunt was completed, individuals brought their answers back to the petting zoo and received a piece of candy 
and then got entered into a drawing to win a $50 Wal-Mart gift card. This year's winner was Heather Montgomery. Thanks 
to all of the individuals who participated in the scavenger hunt and came to the Chillicothe FFA Chautauqua Petting Zoo! 
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THANK YOU BARNES BAKER MOTORS 
September 2, 2011 

Chillicothe FFA members gather around a truck donated by Barnes Baker Motors for the FFA chapter to use this summer. 
The FFA members expressed their appreciation to Barnes Baker for the use of the truck. 

 

Members are also holding plaques of various awards individual members and the entire chapter received over the 
summer. Livingston County 4-H and Chillicothe FFA received 1st place in the Swine Herdsmanship - Week 2 - at the 2011 
Missouri State Fair. We want to again thank Barnes Baker Motors of Chillicothe for being such an excellent hometown 
youth supporter. 
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August FFA Meeting 
August 24, 2011 

Chillicothe FFA Chapter held their annual August meeting on August 24, 2011. The meeting was held at the Litton 
Agriculture Campus and served as a new member orientation. FFA advisors report that there are 52 new freshmen, of 
which 45 of the new members attended. There were about 175 FFA members present along with about 85 parents. 

 
Parents receiving information from Mr. Martin. 

Attendees enjoyed the FFA opening ceremonies presented by the Chapter Officers. The group was then broken into two 
groups, one for parents and one for students. The parents were given an overview of what to expect as an FFA parent. 

The student group participated in mixers, games, and were able to ask questions of the officers. Students in the 
Chillicothe FFA Chapter are from Chillicothe, Bosworth, and Southwest. 
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Students participating in a game called "Ships and Sailors" conducted by the officer team. 
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Summer Events 2011 

Chillicothe FFA Chapter Officer Retreat 
August 3-4, 2011 

On August 3-4, 2011, the Chillicothe FFA Officer teams held their annual officer retreat, this year at Mozingo Lake in 
Maryville, Missouri. The retreat focused on activities planning, communication skills, teamwork, and leadership. The 
officer teams set goals, planned activities for the chapter, worked on team building skills, and had a little fun. The officer 
teams also tested their skills at the Mozingo Outdoor Education Recreation Area (MOERA). The MOERA course included 
a climbing wall, alpine climbing tower, and a low element course. This course was designed to help groups challenge their 
team intellectually and physically, as well as build team unity, develop climbing skills, enhance leadership, self esteem, 
and empowerment. While there, the students also learned basic techniques of tying climbing knots, belaying skills, 
climbing safety, and climbing commands. When the work was over, the officers enjoyed swimming at the lake and having 
some good fun around the camp fire. 
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Back L to R - Paige Peters, Elizabeth Warren, Jordan Huddleston, Faith Peters, Haley Thompson, Mindi Prindle; Front L to R -  

Lizzie McCoy, Kayla Riddle, Brittany Stanfield, Cyrsten Lollar, Hope Peters, Dani Moore, Quinten Lewis, Brandon Bothwell 

 

Washington Leadership Conference 

Washington D.C. - Devinn Ashford, Lynzie Colvin, Jordan Huddleston, Kelsey Jones, Jake McKiddy, Dani Moore, Daniel 
Nowland, Hope Peters, Haley Thompson, and Jennifer Waits of the Chillicothe FFA Chapter attended the 2011 
Washington Leadership Conference on July 26-31, 2011 in the nation's capital. The conference is an activity of the 
National FFA Organization in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Education. 



 
Back L to R - Jennifer Waits, Jordan Huddleston, Jake McKiddy, Daniel Nowland, Hope Peters, Levy Randolph (WLC Staff); 

Front L to R - Dani Moore, Kelsey Jones, Lynzie Colvin, Haley Thompson, Devinn Ashford 

Each year, FFA members from all over the United States travel to Washington, D.C. to attend the Washington Leadership 
Conference (WLC). During the five-day event, attendees learn how to become effective leaders by teaching them to know 
their purpose, value people, take action, and serve others. They leave WLC with the knowledge and the confidence to act 
in ways that help their schools, community, and their country. 

The capstone event of the Washington Leadership Conference is the civic engagement activity, where participants apply 
the things they've learned at the conference to a real, hands-on service activity. The National FFA Organization partners 
work with several community service agencies in the D.C.-area to identify needs that WLC participants can help address. 
Through the years, WLC participants have contributed over 23,000 hours of service through these activities. Students 
from Chillicothe conducted community service activities at a local thrift store, animal shelter, and also packaged 55,000 
meals for malnutritioned children. 

This summer, more than 2300 FFA members will attend one of the conference's seven week-long sessions. Students also 
increase their understanding of the nation's heritage with visits to Arlington National Cemetery, the Jefferson, Lincoln, and 
Roosevelt Memorials, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Ford’s Theater, White House, Washington Monument, 
Smithsonian's, and other historic sights in Washington, D.C. 

The five members from Chillicothe had sponsorship from the following organizations, Jerry Litton Family Foundation, 
Chillicothe Young Agri-Leaders, Trans Ova Genetics, American Family Insurance - Janet McCauslin agent, Chillicothe 
FFA Alumni, DQ Precision Planting - George & Marta Quinn, Monsanto, Dan & Wilma Graham United Country Real 
Estate, and MO FFA Alumni Association. The group would like to thank these sponsors for their help with the trip. 
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Back L to R - Jordan Huddleston, Daniel Nowland, Jake McKiddy; 

Middle L to R - Haley Thompson, Kelsey Jones, Devinn Ashford, Dani Moore; 
Front L to R - Hope Peters, Jennifer Waits, Lynzie Colvin 

FFA's mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, 
personal growth, and career success through agricultural education. Chillicothe FFA is a part of the Agricultural Education 
Program at the Grand River Technical School and is composed of students from Bosworth, Chillicothe, and Southwest 
schools. 

Team Purebred Show 
July 5-8, 2011 

Nine local FFA and 4-H members attended the National Team Purebred Show in Springfield IL, July 5th through the 8th. 
Students exhibited swine, participated in judging contest and other contest throughout the week. The students attending 
were: Eric Davis, Taylor Daley, Michaela Mammen, Brittany Mammen, Quentin Lewis, Anthony Peniston, Trent Putnam, 
Terrance Smith and Jordan Hall. 

 

Area II Sports Day 
July 11, 2011 
On July 11, 2011, the Chillicothe FFA participated in the Area II FFA Sports Day in Trenton, Missouri. This softball 
tournament represents a reward for members as well as a time for fellowship. There were approximately 80 area 
members present and everyone seemed to enjoy the day. 



 

Area FFA Officer Leadership Development Institute 
June 17 and 18, 2011 
Kaiser, MO - The Area II FFA Officer Team attended the Area FFA Officer Institute June 17 and 18, 2011 at Camp Rising 
Sun. The Institute sponsored by Toyota and the Missouri FFA Association was held at Camp Rising Sun located within 
the Lake of the Ozarks State Park. 

 

The Institute provided leadership training for over 150 Area FFA Officers from across Missouri. Area FFA Officers 
attended leadership development sessions led by past National and State FFA officers to learn time management 
techniques, how to present workshops, and develop their communication and personal skills. Area Officers will share what 
they learned at the Institute with FFA members in their communities and surrounding area. The Area II FFA Officer Team 
includes: President Loren Fox - Trenton, 1st Vice President Samantha Gibson - Norborne, 2nd Vice President Mindi 
Prindle - Chillicothe, Secretary Courtney Warford - Pattonsburg, Treasurer Madison Huston - Jamesport, Reporter Kayla 
Groebe - Cameron, Sentinel Jake Letner - Princeton, Parliamentarian Carlie Powers - Polo, Chaplain Anna Grace - 
Albany, and Historian Rachel Dotson - Hamilton. 

The National FFA Organization makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for 
premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education. Nationally there are over 500,000 
FFA members. Missouri ranks 4th in the nation with over 24,000 FFA members. 

Chillicothe FFA Members Attend Leadership Camp 
June 13-17, 2011 
Thirty-three FFA members attended State FFA Leadership Camp at Camp Rising Sun in Lake of the Ozarks State Park 
June13-17. The members attended leadership sessions, waterfront and archery instruction sessions, Mainstreet Opry, as 
well as competed in various leadership and athletic contest. Kayla Riddle was selected as All-Around Camper. The 
following nine members received the State Leadership Medal because of their hard work and attendance at various 
leadership workshops and contests: Quentin Lewis, Bridgett Kieffer, Kerrigan Cosgrove, Kayla Riddle, Kaitlin Hightower, 
Jennifer Waits, Blake Rasmussen, Cyrsten Lollar, Carley Anderson. 



 

Leadership Conference 
June 2, 2011 
On June 2, 2011 the Chapter and Assistant officers from the Chillicothe FFA Chapter attended the MO FFA LEAD 
Conference on the NCMC Campus in Trenton, Missouri. The conference was sponsored by the FFA Leadership Fund, the 
Learn, Educate, Advance Develop (LEAD) conference brings officers and their advisors together as they start off a new 
year as a new officer team. The officers identified specific values and traits he or she brings to the team, assess which 
roles he or she can effectively play within their team, and utilize strategies to resolve potential team conflicts. 

 

Pictured Back Row L to R: Paige Peters, Tucker Jones, Jordan Huddleston, Brandon Bothwell, Faith Peters, Mindi 
Prindle, Elizabeth Warren; Front Row L to R: Lizzy McCoy, Madi Condron, Lynzie Colvin, Devinn Ashford, Alicia Kieffer, 
Jennifer Waits, Cyrsten Lollar, Dani Moore 

 


